PAPER POL SCI 101
CURRENT EVENTS
 AND 
POLITICAL PERSEPCTIVES
DRAFT


Over the course of the next two weeks, we will explore the role that public opinion, the media, the candidates, political parties and interest groups play in our elections.  Your research paper is designed to practically apply concepts related to these topics via a pressing issue of the day.  

SUGGESTED STEPS AND REQUIREMENTS 

1.  Topic:  Select a national topic high on the agenda in the news today (given information is plentiful and current).  Suggestion is to find a topic where you know little but want to know more, or a topic that greatly interests you.  Once your topic is selected, the objective will be to research, analyze and outline opposing perspectives, with the ultimate goal of understanding how the public is informed and makes decisions, and who/what helps in the process.
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Suggested topics are:
a. Black Lives Matter/race
b. Climate Change/environment
c. Covid 19/healthcare
d. Economy (US)/trade/labor

e. Election 2020 or 2022/vote
f. Immigration
g. Gun reform and rights
h. Foreign Affairs/US policy
i. Other topics are welcome but must be pre-approved.
j. 

2.  Sub-Topic:   Within each topic, select a sub-topic to ensure a more focused paper. Examples:

· BLM sub-topic and focus:  how the protests are portrayed by right wing and left-wing media; or how Republicans, Democrats, Independents, Libertarians etc. consider events
· Covid subtopic and focus:  vaccine distribution and the issue of  equity in distribution; vaccine refusers and implications;  mask wearing, and the issue of individuals for and against,  and on what basis.
· Election subtopic: Voter suppression, impeachment, attack on the Capitol, fraud claims, protest groups

If you use a heavy right wing or left-wing outlet, then you must present opinions or facts from the countervailing outlet. 

3.  Research, Analysis and Write-up
To compose the paper, use the outline below or ensure you answer the questions within.
a. Introduction:   Outline your topic, subtopic, and focus

b. Details:  Provide information on your topic, ensuring you are clearly stating the two different perspectives. Remember, this section is limited to material gained from external sources, not your own opinion. 

c. Analysis:  Analyze what the two views tell you. You must be objective and consider how factual the arguments were/were not (not your opinion but backed up by facts), how far apart or close views are, and most important, how common cause could be found as outlined in external sources, etc.

d. Your views:  After finishing your analysis on facts, falsehoods and views of others, what are your views on the topic itself, on the views of opposing sides, and prospects for change or reconciliation of views if necessary. 


4.  Evaluation and Submission
a. Length of paper: 4 plus or minus .5 pages, MLA format except 1.5 spacing.
b. Bibliography:  Separate page
c. Points:  50
d. Upload Canvas per due date
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ANNEXES 

Sources:   Some suggested mainstream or well-known sources include: 
· Print dailies/online:   AP, Reuters, NY Times, Wall Street Journal, LA Times, Washington Post, Washington Weekly, National Review, Chicago Tribune, etc.
· Print Magazines:  Forbes, Time, the Atlantic, the Economist, 
· Television: ABC, NBC, CBC, CNN, PBS, BBC, Al Jazeera, Fox News, MSNBC, CSPAN, CNBC, etc.
· Online Feeds: Politico, Slate, Huffington Post, Vox, Bloomberg News
· Radio (NPR, talk radio) and Special Events (public talks, podcasts)

Note:  1) While Facebook may be the medium used to access most of your news, consider it a secondary source.  Follow the thread to the primary source. 2) Twitter is not an acceptable news source for this assignment, unless the tweet is driving the news in other outlets (i.e., a presidential tweet).  
EVALUATION RUBRIC
	Section and Point Value
	D/F
Failing
	C
Below Average
	B
Competent
	A
Advanced

	
Introduction:

(3 Points)
	0 -1 aspects outlined, or lack of clarity as to intent of effort
	2-3 aspects outlined, but unclear as to intent of effort
	2 out of 3 aspects answered clearly
	All three aspects outlined clearly

	
Details:


(15 points)
	1 of 2 opposing perspectives are outlined and lack real detail or research 
	2 opposing perspectives are outlined but lack sufficient detail backed by research that presents a clear picture 
	2 opposing perspectives are outlined with sufficient detail backed by research that presents a clear picture 
	2 opposing perspectives are outlined with strong detail backed by research that presents a clear and compelling narrative

	
Analysis

(15 points)
	Analysis has very little detail, facts and/or supporting research.
	Analysis lacks sufficient detail, facts or supporting research.
	Sufficient analysis supported by arguments, backed by facts/research.
	Detailed, coherent analysis supported by sound arguments, backed by facts/research

	

Your views 

(15 points)
	Viewpoints presented that do not correspond to the analysis and/or have little consideration of facts and fictions when reaching conclusions. 
	Viewpoints presented that do not necessarily respond to the analysis, lack sufficient consideration of facts and fictions in reaching conclusion
	Viewpoints that consider facts and present a clear picture of why or how you reached the views, based on the analysis. 
	Thoughtful viewpoints that consider facts and fictions and present a compelling picture of why or how you reached the views, based on the analysis.

	Bibliography
(2 points)
	

	
Possible Deductions
	Excessive typos, formatting not followed, late submissions



